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Dear Subscriber:

It is not a pretty picture, as Claus Von Bülow once 
famously put it. The 300 or so who comprise the 
professional tours’ players and administrators have 

accelerated the slow decline of decorum within the game 
in deference to the power of money. It is easy to forget 
that these 300 hit, or cause to be hit, golf balls for money. 
They are professional athletes, agents, 
promoters, and hucksters.  

To their credit they produced 
some dazzling major champion-
ship performances—as is usually the 
case—and lasting memories within 
those competitions. Also produced 
was dismal and disappointing player 
petulance in many corners of the golf 
landscape.

Elsewhere, the golf that the other 
99.9999 percent of us play was fulfill-
ing as travel returned and clubhouses 
re-opened. Our game and the profes-
sional game have been fully bifurcated 
except for the Rules, which include 
the ball and implements. Excluding  
the Rules, we have nothing in com-
mon with the professionals other than 
by watching them we pay for them.

So nothing is new; it is just coming at us faster than 
before, which makes it easier to discern the difference: 

J A N U A R Y

• 16th - Jediah Morgan, 22, wins the Australian PGA 
Championship at Royal Queensland by 11 shots with a 
record 22-under 262. He also tops the previous margin-of-
victory record of eight strokes held by Hale Irwin (1978) 
and Greg Norman (1984, ‘85).
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• Hideki Matsuyama, 29, wins the Hawaiian Open at 
Waialae on the first playoff hole. His 277-yard approach 
on that hole finishes three feet from the flag for an eagle. 
Russell Henley airmails the green with his third. 

• 20th - Hoodies are declared to be a trending golf 
fashion staple. “It’s a cozy and versatile piece that, when 
styled right, looks great on the course”, says Golf 

Digest. Soon to arrive in the U.S. 
Senate.

        F E B R U A R Y

• 2nd - Phil Mickelson, 51, 
acknowledges that he is contemplat-
ing a move to LIV Golf because 
of the PGA Tour’s greed. “For me 
personally, it’s not enough that they 
are sitting on hundreds of millions 
of digital moments. They also have 
access to my shots, access I do not 
have. They also charge companies to 
use shots I have hit. And when I did 
The Match—there have been five 
of them—the tour forced me to pay 
them $1 million each time for my 
own media rights. That type of greed 
is, to me, 
beyond 
obnox-

ious.” Mr. Mickelson does not 
describe the type of greed he 
prefers, but will show us later in April.

• 13th - Harry Higgs and Joel Dahmen on Sunday 
at TPC Scottsdale’s 16th hole pull their shirts over their 
heads in an appeal to the raucous crowd. Mr. Dahmen 
then chugged a beer. “Man, it’s a shame this week has to 
end at some point,” wrote Golf Digest’s Christopher 
Powers. “Next year’s WMPO can’t get here fast enough.”
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As Dr. Frasier Crane once commented on the televi-
sion show, “I’ll just add that to my list of reasons to die.”

• 17th - A three alarm fire burns Oakland Hills’ his-
toric clubhouse to “almost a total loss”.

• 20th - Bernhard Langer shoots his age—an 8-under 
64 in the first round of the Chubb Classic—never trails 
in 54 holes, and hits 39 of 42 fairways over three days of 
varying winds. He is the oldest Champions winner.

• Rory McIlroy calls Mr. Mickelson’s comments 
about LIV “naive, selfish, egotistical, ignorant.” He adds, 
“Who’s left? Who’s left to go? I mean, there’s no one. 
It’s dead in the water in my opinion. I just can’t see any 
reason why anyone would [join LIV].”

• 22nd - Mr. Mickelson says that comments he 
made to Alan Shipnuck, the author of the biography 
Phil, about Saudi Arabia were off the 
record. “My actions throughout this 
process have always been with the best 
interest of golf, my peers, sponsors, 
and fans. I used words I sincerely 
regret that do not reflect my true feel-
ings or intentions. It was reckless, I offended people, and 
I am deeply sorry for my choice of words.”

M A R C H

• 1st- insidesources.com reports close 
ties between the PGA Tour and the Chinese 
Communist Party that resulted in the 2014 
establishment of the PGA Tour Series–Chi-
na. The report of this relationship goes unno-
ticed in all but a couple of golf news outlets.

• 6th - Scottie Scheffler, 25, wins the Arnold Palmer 
Invitational by one stroke—5 under par. Bay Hill records 
73.88 as its overall average score for the tournament, 
which is the tour’s highest of the year by 2.5 strokes.  

• Bryson DeChambeau withdraws from the Players 
Championship—his second WD in as many weeks—
stating he is “just not ready yet” and does not want to 
injure himself for the rest of the season. He is dealing 
with hip and hand injuries.

  • 10th - NBC and the PGA Tour “bring the golden 
golfer atop the Players Championship trophy to life ... 
Throughout the week, the golfer will dismount the Tiffa-
ny & Co. trophy and play iconic shots on TPC Sawgrass’ 
17th hole”. Another entry for Frasier Crane’s list.

• Due to delays caused by bad weather, it takes 54 
hours and 16 minutes to complete the first round of the 
48th Players Championship.

Anticipating further delays, tournament officials go 
to the tour rule book to uncover this little known rule 
that applies to regular PGA Tour events but excepts the 
Players Championship and indicates that as much time 
as may be needed will be taken to determine the Players 
Champion. Excerpts:

Except for the Players Championship, in 
the event of a suspension during a final round being 
played on Monday when at least half of the field has 
completed play, the final round will be completed 
Tuesday, but not later. Further, if (sic) no situation 
would we resume play in order to have 50 percent or 
more of the field complete their round. If play cannot 
be completed on Tuesday, scores will revert back to 
the last completed round and the competition will be 
closed.

Except for the Players Championship, play 
will not extend past Tuesday under any circumstances 
unless the event can be rescheduled and replayed in 
its entirety. The scenario would occur only if no more 
than 18 holes had been completed and an acceptable 
open date was available.

• 12th - With 40 mph winds and temperatures in the 
fifties on Saturday of the TPC, Justin Thomas and Bubba 
Watson both complete their second rounds with no bo-
geys. Mr. Watson takes 68 strokes; Mr. Thomas 69.

• The Wall Street Journal runs a story in the past 
tense headlined: ‘Foreign Threat’: How the PGA Tour 
Weathered a Saudi Arabian Incursion — A Saudi-backed 
golf league tried to woo the best golfers in the world. The 
PGA Tour has emerged unscathed. Phil Mickelson didn’t.

• 14th - Cameron Smith wins the Players Champion-
ship (13-under) and $3.6 million.

• 21st - Mr. Mickelson is listed under Past Champi-
ons Not Playing in the Masters. His Feb. 22 statement 
addresses his reflection: “The past 
10 years I have felt the pressure 
and stress slowly affecting me at 
a deeper level. I know I have not 
been my best and desperately need 
some time away to prioritize the ones I love most and 
work on being the man I want to be.” 

• 27th - Mr. Scheffler goes from his first tour win to 
World No. 1 in world in 42 days.

• 31st - Tiger Woods arrives in Augusta for practice 
rounds and to test his ability to walk the hilly course.

• Jack Nicklaus, 82, announces he will no longer play 
in the Masters Par-3 Contest. 

Mickelson Ordure Meter
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A P R I L

• 4th - Augusta National allows Dude Perfect, the 
trick shot specialists, to film their playing Amen Corner 
for a video to be shown on YouTube. The dudes have 57 
million subscribers to their YouTube channel. Last year’s 
final round of the Masters averaged 9.5 million viewers.

• 5th - Mr. Matsuyama’s menu for the Masters Cham-
pions Dinner includes sushi, sashimi, chicken skewers, 
Miyazaki Wagyu steaks, and strawberry shortcake.

• 7th - Gary Player, 
having been named a Saudi 
Arabian Golf Ambassador, 
wears a Golf Saudi logo-
embroidered turtleneck 
during the Masters Honor-
ary Starting ceremony.

• Mr. Player defends 
Mr. Mickelson amid Saudi 
golf tour machinations: 
“The greatest PR man on the golf tour in the last five or 
X amount of years has been Phil Mickelson. He has been 
the ideal man for a sponsor, for professional golf, for the 
public, the way he’s handled the public, with dignity and 
with love.”

• 9th -  Mr. Scheffler’s third round Masters lead is 
three following an extraordinary bogey recovery at the 
18th. His drive is found under a bush, an unplayable lie 
declared, and the ball dropped on pine straw. He plays 
237 yards just off the back of the green, and two putts 
for bogey. 

• Mr. Woods’ irons and wedges used during his 2000-
2001 historic run sell at 
auction by their third 
party owner for $5.15 
million.

• 10th - After a 
nerve racking back nine, 
Mr. Scheffler wins the 
Masters, bettering Mr. 
McIlroy by three strokes. 
First place pays $2.7 
million. Total purse is 
raised to $15 million—
the highest for any major championship.

• 24th - The R&A quickly and succinctly responds 
to Mr. Norman’s suggestion that he be granted a special 
exception into the 150th Open Championship:

The entry terms and conditions for The Open 
stipulate that a champion must be aged 60 or under 

or have won the championship in the previous 10 
years to be exempt from qualifying. That remains the 
case for The 150th Open, and we have no plans for 
any additional exemptions.

M A Y

• 13th - Mr. Mickelson, the PGA Championship’s 
defending champion, withdraws from the 2022 field. His 
agent also confirms that Mr. Mickelson has requested a 
release from the PGA Tour permitting him to compete in 
the inaugural LIV Golf tournament outside London, as 
well as the U.S. Open. Earlier in the week the PGA Tour 
denies all conflicting-event releases to its members.

• 13th - Howard Milstein, chairman of the Nicklaus 
Companies, sues Mr. Nicklaus in the Supreme Court of 
the State of New York. The complaint alleges breach of 
contract with the Nicklaus Companies, tortious interfer-
ence, and breach of fiduciary duty.    

• 17th - Mr. McIlroy describes Mr. Mickelson’s 
absence from the PGA Championship as sad. “He won 
a major championship at 50 years old,” the Irishman 
comments. “It was possibly his last big, big moment in 
the game of golf. I think he should be here this week and 
celebrating what a monumental achievement he achieved 
last year.”

• 19th - Dave Stockton, who won the PGA Champi-
onship twice (1970, ‘76), following the past champions 
dinner, says, “It was a fun evening. Phil was not missed.”

• 22nd - Justin Thomas wins his second PGA Cham-
pionship after defeating Will Zalatoris on the second 
playoff hole. Mr. Thomas wins $2.7 million.

• 31st - LIV releases the player roster for their first 
tournament. It includes 
42 of 48 players includ-
ing Dustin Johnson but 
not Mr. Mickelson.

J U N E

• 1st - The Tele-
graph [U.K.] reports 
that Mr. Johnson, 37, 
is receiving about $125 
million to join LIV. The 
Royal Bank of Canada 

withdraws their sponsorship of Mr. Johnson. Last Febru-
ary, Mr. Johnson stated that he was “fully committed” to 
the PGA Tour.

• Darren Clarke tells Sports Illustrated that he 
declined a three-year offer to commentate for LIV after 
The PGA Tour told him that such a relationship would 
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be a breach of regulations and subject to disciplinary ac-
tions—never mind the tour’s prior restraint.

• 2nd - Jerry Foltz, a Golf Channel announcer since 
1999, leaves that channel to work for LIV.

• 6th - Mr. Mickelson to join LIV forthwith, accord-
ing to The New York Post. Negotiations complete. 
Mr. Mickelson is grilled by reporters two days later as to 
whether he is concerned about appearing to be a “Saudi 
stooge” and a “tool of sportswashing”. He is reported to 
have been paid approximately $200 million by LIV.

• Alan Shipnuck, who released excerpts of his biogra-
phy of Mr. Mickelson revealing the golfer’s low opinion 
of the Saudis, is physically removed from a LIV press 

conference by LIV security personnel while Mr. Norman 
watches from behind and tweets that he was unaware of 
Mr. Shipnuck’s removal.  

• 9th - The PGA Tour suspends 17 of their members 
who compete in the first LIV tournament outside of 
London.

• 10th - Forbes Magazine reports that Mr. Woods’ 
net worth has reached $1 billion.

• 10th - A coalition of  911 families and survivors 
send a letter to LIV players Mickelson, Johnson, De-
Chambeau, Patrick Reed, and Kevin Na expressing their 
wrath for the players for betraying the United States.

• 17th - Eight of the LIV players suspended by the 
PGA Tour compete at Brookline; five miss the cut. Of 
Mr. Mickelson’s 31 U.S. Open starts, this is just the fifth 
time he misses the cut. His turns 52 this same day.

• 19th - Brookline does a good job of protecting its 
U.S. Open reputation while being assaulted by modern 
equipment and conditioning. Ultimately it comes down 
to Matthew Fitzpatrick’s superb 155-yard bunker shot 
into the final green. He plays a high cut that clears the lip 
and finishes 20 feet from the hole, two putts for par, and 
wins by one over Mr. Zalatoris. The USGA and Dewar’s 
announce the official cocktail of the U.S. Open — Dew-
ar’s Lemon Wedge. This lends a new angle to the govern-

ing and protection of golf 
in the United States and 
Mexico and fits nicely with 
their desire to Advance the 
Game to Enable a Better 
Future—recalling another 
Frasier Crane line, “I’m on 
a bus to hell.”

J U L Y

• 6th - The Asian Tour, 
with whom LIV already 
has a partnership, applies 
on behalf of LIV for the 
Saudis to be included in the Official World Golf Rank-
ing process.

• 9th - The R&A advises Mr. Norman that they have 
decided not to invite him to the [Open]Champion’s Din-
ner because his presence would detract from the celebra-
tion of the championship and its heritage.

• 11th - The Wall Street Journal reports that the 
Department of Justice is investigating the PGA Tour over 
potential antitrust violations. Pundits speculate about the 
department’s action coming just before President Biden’s 
August trip to Saudi Arabia.

• 13th - The R&A does not include any LIV players 
in the pre-Open press conference schedule or any of the 
spotlighted opening round pairings.

• The R&A Chief Executive Martin Slumbers, at his 
pre-Open press conference, acutely articulates his official 
and personal opinions about the disruptive behavior of 
LIV Golf and its intrusion into golf ’s ecosystem. He 
makes the point that The R&A, as they always have, 
will review their exemption and qualification criteria 
and “absolutely reserve the right to make changes as our 
Open Championships Committee deems appropriate”. 
The USGA has insinuated the same approach for the 
U.S. Open.

• Mr. Nicklaus becomes the third American, follow-
ing Benjamin Franklin and Bobby Jones, to be made an 
honorary citizen of St. Andrews. His acceptance speech is 
comprised of 531 words of which 55 are I, me or my.

• 14th - LIV players Mr. Johnson and Ian Poulter are 
booed separately when announced on the 1st tee at the 
beginning of the 150th Open. Mr. Poulter snap hooks 
his drive, and his ball nearly goes out of bounds on the 
129-yard- wide fairway.

• 15th - Of the 59 players who are LIV members to 
date, 23 enter the Open field of 156, 12 miss the cut.



• Mr. Fitzpatrick, the current U.S. Open champion, 
says he is not a fan of the Old Course setup: “... you can 
hit good shots and get bad bounces and you can hit bad 
shots and get good bounces. And like I say, I felt like for 
the first seven holes I didn’t really miss a shot and I’m 
walking off seventh green plus one. It’s tough to take. It’s 
tough to stay patient.”

C.B. Macdonald wrote [1928] that golf is not about 
equity, but rather dealing with inequity.

• 17th - Cameron Smith wins the Open, is asked 
about the rumors that he will join LIV, and replies, “I 
just won the British (sic) Open and you’re asking about 
that? I think that’s pretty not good.”

• 18th - David Feherty leaves NBC for LIV because 
“they paid me a lot of money”.

• 20th - Henrik Stenson confirms that he signed with 
LIV following the announcement that he was stripped of 
his European Ryder Cup captaincy, which was revoked 
due to his signing with LIV. Mr. Stenson proceeds to win 
LIV Bedminster and the $4 million first place payout. 
His LIV signing bonus is rumored to be $40 million.

• 31st - Forbes Maga-
zine reports that Mr. 
Mickelson is the highest 
paid athlete thus far for 
2022 with $138 million. 
His $200 million LIV dol-
lars presumably are paid as 
installments.

A U G U S T

• 2nd - Mr. Norman contends that Mr. Woods re-
fused a $700-800 million offer to join LIV.

• 3rd - Eleven LIV players file an antitrust suit in U.S. 
federal court against the PGA Tour. Three of the 11 also 
ask for a restraining order so they can play in the FedEx 
Cup playoffs, for which each qualified before joining 
LIV.

• 8th - U.S. District Judge Beth Labson Freeman, 
Northern District of California, denies the three LIV 
players’ request for a restraining order. “If LIV Golf is 
elite golf ’s future,” she writes, “what do Plaintiffs care 
about the dust-collecting trophies of a bygone era?”

• 11th - Mr. Scheffler appears to intentionally walk in 
front of Mr. Smith as the Champion Golfer of the Year 
reads a putt during the first round of the FedEx St. Jude 
Championship. Later, Mr. Smith says he is “ready to cop 
some heat” about his impending signing with LIV.
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• The PGA of Australia CEO tells the The Daily 
Mail Australia that Australian players who are mem-
bers of their organization—regardless of where they are 
currently playing—will be eligible to play in their events.

• 14th - Two hours 
before starting his fourth 
round at the St. Jude 
Championship, Mr. 
Smith is penalized for a 
third round Rules infrac-
tion. An accurate but 
embarrassingly late call. 
The next day, due to hip 
discomfort, he with-
draws from the BMW 
Championship to be 
played the coming week.

• 16th - Mr. Woods meets privately with a group of 
players just prior to the BMW Championship to discuss 
larger PGA Tour purses and other potential changes.

• 20th - Tom Weiskopf, 79, dies from pancreatic 
cancer. The Ohioan won the 1973 Open Championship 
at Royal Troon and 16 times on the PGA Tour.

• 23rd - Mr. Woods, Mr. McIlroy, and Mike McCar-
ley unveil a new company called The Tomorrow Group 
that will focus on progressive approaches to sports, 
media, and entertainment.

• 24th - PGA Tour Commissioner Monahan, just 
prior to the Tour Championship, reveals plans to elevate 
four tour events and reward the players “who drive the 
most impact” to the PGA Tour. During the press confer-
ence he adds that players who left the tour for LIV will 
not be welcome to return to the PGA Tour.

• 28th - Mr. McIlroy comes from six strokes back 
starting the final round of the Tour Championship to 
win by one over Mr. Scheffler and S.J. Kim. He wins 
$18 million. When asked why he thrives as the chaser, he 
says, “Cause I think probably out of everyone in the field 
I care the least about the money. That’s probably it.” 

For the season just ended, he wins $28.3 million.

• 29th - LIV reveals that Mr. Smith and five others 
have just joined their ranks. Mr. Smith says the money—
between $100 and $143 million—was not the only 
reason he jumped to LIV. “The biggest thing for me ... [is 
that] I’ll be able to spend more time at home in Austra-
lia. ...”

• 30th - Gary Player, a Saudi Golf ambassador, in a 
BBC interview calls LIV Golf a “tour for people who 
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don’t have confidence in their future … don’t have the 
confidence they can be winners.”

• 31st - Bubba Watson, who joined LIV in July, issues 
a statement about his appearing as a past champion at 
future Masters Tournaments. He states that if Augusta 
does not allow him to play “then I don’t want to be there 
anyway because that’s just the wrong way to look at it”.

S E P T E M B E R

• 4th - Mr. Johnson, in a playoff, wins the LIV Bos-
ton tournament and the $4 million first prize. Calling 
forth all his talent for turning a phrase, he reflects on 
his win: “[You can feel the pressure] especially with that 
[$4 million winner’s] check you get. You can feel it, your 
----hole puckers up a little bit coming down the last few 
holes, for sure.” Aristotle or Mike Tyson could not have 
said it better.

• 14th - The Wall Street Journal reports details 
of Mr. Monahan’s use of a PGA Tour-owned aircraft for 
both personal and business trips. While the tour board 
requires such business use, flight logs include trips to 
Steamboat Springs, Nantucket, and Turks and Caicos, 
which appear to be of a personal nature.

• 16th - LIV golfers write to the chairman of the Of-
ficial World Golf Ranking board calling for inclusion in 
the ranking system and the awarding of points retroac-
tively. There are significant elements lacking from the 
possibility of a granting of this request. 

• 18th - In Chicago, Mr. Smith, 29, wins his first LIV 
tournament (13 under) and the $4 million first prize. 

• 20th - Adam Scott comments on why he has not 
joined LIV: “There’s one thing I think I haven’t grasped 
[which] is giving up my entire professional life of trying 
to achieve these things [major wins] here and just leav-
ing it behind. I’m obviously not ready to do that. I may 
never be [ready] … to be clear.”

• 22nd - Lobbying Congress 
on behalf of LIV, Mr. Norman 
reveals the bare facts of the situ-
ation to the Republican Study 
Committee, and is not well 
received. 

“Don’t come in here,” says 
Rep. Chip Roy [R-Texas] to 
reporters, “and act like you’re 
doing some great thing while 
you’re pimping a billion dol-
lars of Saudi Arabian money and the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia in the United States.”

O C T O B E R

• 14th - After maintaining for months that his com-
ments to Mr. Shipnuck were off 
the record and out of context, Mr. 
Mickelson tells reporters in Jed-
dah, Saudi Arabia, that he never 
“did an interview with Allan 
Shipnuck”. 

• 16th - Adrian Otaegui, ranked 98th in the world, 
is the first LIV player to win on the European Tour. His 
victory comes at Valderrama in the Andalucia Masters, 
and his winnings are €510,000.

• 23rd - Mr. McIlroy regains the World No.1 ranking 
and comments, “I’m enjoying the game as much as I ever 
have.”

• 24th - The New Yorker runs a 6,800-word story 
titled Will the Saudis and Donald Trump Save Golf—or 
Wreck it?  The word Saudi appears 40 times, Trump 26 
times, and China zero times.

• 30th - The New York Times runs a 1,700-word 
story headlined LIV GOLF Threw a Sport Into Chaos. It 
Also Changed It.  The words Saudi and Trump each ap-
pear nine times. The word China does not appear.

N O V E M B E R

• 6th - Bernhard Langer, 65, breaks his own record, 
set last February at age 64, as the PGA Tour Champions’ 
oldest winner. He has won 44 times on the senior tour 
and is one victory short of Hale Irwin’s record of 45.

• 13th - Patrick Rodgers, winless after nine years and 
225 PGA Tour starts, becomes the fourteenth player to 
surpass $10 million in career winnings when he is paid 
$123,900 for a T-16 performance at the Houston Open.

• 14th - Tom Watson is hurt on his Kansas farm 
when his go-kart rolls over. Mr. Watson tweets that his 
left shoulder was replaced four days later.

• 15th - Mr. McIlroy tells The Guardian that Mr. 
Norman has to quit as LIV’s CEO so that the “adults” 
can negotiate peace in what the newspaper refers to as 
“golf ’s civil war”.

“[Norman] has made his mark,” Mr. McIlroy says at a 
pre-tournament news conference in Dubai, “but I think 
now is the right time to say you’ve got this thing off the 
ground but no-one’s going to talk unless there’s an adult 
in the room that can actually try to mend fences.”

• 20th - Mr. McIlroy, 33, the No.1 ranked golfer in 
the world rankings, wins (for the fourth time) the DP 
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championships and maybe one or two more. That’s it. I 
mean, physically, that’s all I can do.”

Mr. Woods then echoes Mr. McIlroy’s sentiment 
that LIV and the PGA Tour “can’t co-exist. Not with 
their leadership, not with Greg there and his animosity 
towards the tour itself. I don’t see that happening.”

D E C E M B E R

• 1st - Exemplifying H.L. Mencken’s observation that 
nobody ever went broke underestimating the taste of the 
American public,  Golf Digest’s circulates its No Of-
fense issue (Dec./Jan. 2023).

We believe we 
have reasons for 
what we consider 
offensive but re-
gard the emo-
tional responses of 
others as precisely 
that, emotional, 
and therefore 
irrational, so even 
tolerance becomes 
a form of conde-
scension. 

What?   As was 
written a long time ago: If you 
notice that you are acting in 

ways inconsistent with what you believe — some days 
trying to impose your opinions on others, other days just 
trying to please them — then you know that you’re out 
of line. If the way you live isn’t consistent with what you 
believe, then it’s wrong.

• 3rd - The second anniversary of Mr. Mickelson’s 
having publicly declared himself a genius.

World Tour’s (PGA European Tour) top ranking. He also 
won the Tour Championship at East Lake in August.

Mr. McIlroy’s superiority is illustrated by his fourth 
Harry Vardon Trophy, which is awarded by the PGA 
Tour for the year’s lowest scoring average. He averaged 
68.67 in only 10 events, 14 fewer starts than Ryan Fox, 
the runner-up.

“I’m as complete a golfer as I feel I’ve ever been,” 
comments Mr. McIlroy. “And hopefully I can continue 
on that path. All I can really do is focus on not just 
keeping this level of golf going but trying to build on it 
and trying to see if 
there’s any incre-
mental improve-
ments I can make 
going forward. I feel 
like if my driving 
is not on one day, I 
feel like my putting 
will bail me out. I 
feel like if my put-
ting is not on, my 
iron play will bail 
me out, and if my 
iron play is not on, 
my short game will. 
I used to rely very 
heavily on one or two aspects 
of the game, but now I feel like 
now I’m pretty efficient in all areas.”

• 29th - Mr. Woods tells reporters after withdraw-
ing from his Hero World Challenge, “... unfortunately, 
I can hit the golf ball and whatever shot you want, I just 
can’t walk ... the goal [next year] is to play just the major 

For E.D.M & J.A.M.:

         “... what possible stake do grown men [or women] have in the
   fortunes of ... perfect strangers, vagabond mercenaries
     paid obscene sums to play a game for half the year?

                                             Charles Krauthammer
         The Point of It All

Golf at the United States Military Academy at West Point, 
Circa 1920


